
 

 
 
 

Key Stage 3 Curriculum Journey   
The curriculum in English  will engage, challenge and support all students in their journey towards fluency in writing, under standing and comprehension in reading and 

developing skills in analysis, writer’s craft and developing their understanding of how a nd where English as a subject has its place in culture.  
THE YEAR 9 CURRICULUM JOURNEY 

 HALF TERM 1 HALF TERM 2 HALF TERM(S) 3 & 4  HALF TERM 5 HALF TERM 6 
Scheme of 
Learning  
 
 

Non -Fiction & 
Criminology  

Classics: Crime 
& Detective 
Fiction  

Poetry of Conflict(s)  Social Responsibility  

GLS Provision: 
Text Choice(s)  
 

Assorted Extracts 19th 
Century  

Sherlock 
Holmes’s The 
Hound of the 
Baskervilles  
(1902)  

Unseen Poetry of Conflict(s) Booklet  Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers  (1985) and 
Graeme Greene’s Brighton Rock  (1938) 
[abridged]  

Mainstream 
Provision: Text 
Choice(s)  
 

Assorted Extracts 
19th Century  

Sherlock 
Holmes’s The 
Hound of the 
Baskervilles  
(1902)  

Unseen Poetry of Conflict(s) Booklet  Willy Russell’s Our Day Out (1983)  

Foundational 
Knowledge &  
Prior Learning 
Needed  

● s how a bas ic  
unders tanding of 
the writer’s  
intention (effec t) 
and identify the 
writer’s  methods  in 
a piec e of non-  
f ic tion writing  

● begin to c ompare 
texts  

● unders tand the 
ideas  of genre,  
plot,  c harac ter,  
narrative (and 
narrative voic e) 
and s etting (time 
and plac e),  
theme 

● apprec iate a 
range of 
different 
purpos es  behind 
fic tion texts  

● unders tanding the fundamental features  of poetry,  
in how it is  written and s truc tured 

● unders tand the s etting (time and plac e) and 
c ontext of his toric al and c ontemporary poets  and 
their poems  

● unders tand how poetry is  written for a range of 
different purpos es ,  about a range of different 
ideas  

● unders tand the ideas  of genre,  plot,  
c harac ter,  narrative (and narrative voic e) 
and s etting (time and plac e), theme 

● unders tand the s truc ture of a play and the 
s ignific anc e of this  

● apprec iate a range of different purpos es  
behind fic tion texts  

C ore K nowledge 
and/or S kills  
 

● Identify and 
begin to 
dis c us s  the 

● unders tanding 
how plot and 
c harac ter and 

● c ommunic ating ideas  about how language and 
s truc ture are us ed within poems  to c reate 
meanings  

● unders tanding how plot and c harac ter 
and theme c ontribute to making different 



 

 
 

writer's 
methods   

● begin to s how 
a c lear 
unders tanding 
of the writer' s  
intention 
(effec t) us ing 
s ome 
analytic al 
terms   

● demons trate 
s ome 
unders tanding 
of how the 
writer’s  
c ommunic ates  
viewpoints  and 
pers pec tives  

● s how a c lear 
c omparis on of 
text/s . 

theme c ontribute 
to making 
different 
meanings  

● identify and 
s elec t features  
of language from 
the text  

● explain the 
tec hniques  of 
how writers  
animate 
c harac ters  
through 
developing their 
feelings ,  
emotions ,  
attitudes  and 
reac tions  

● make a c lear and 
relevant point 
when explaining 
ideas  in f ic tion 
texts ,  and 
s upport thes e 
with textual 
referenc es  

● to identify and s elec t a range of features  of 
language to anc hor thes e ideas  

● making c lear and relevant points  about ideas  
from within the poem, s upported with s ound 
textual referenc es  

meanings  within dramatic  plays  and 
novels  

● identify and s elec t features  of language 
from the text  

● explain the tec hniques  of how writers  
us e c harac teris ation through developing 
their feelings ,  emotions ,  attitudes  and 
reac tions  

● make a c lear and relevant point when 
explaining ideas  in f ic tion texts ,  and 
s upport thes e with textual referenc es  

Developmental 
K nowledge and/or 
S kills  

● identify and 
analys e a wide 
range of 
writer' s  
methods  and 
s how a c lear 
unders tanding 
of writer’s  

● apprec iate that 
texts  develop 
different 
pers pec tives  and 
points  of view 

● evaluate 
different types  of 

● interpreting different ideas  about meaning(s ) 
from poets ’ us es  of language and s truc ture 

● interpreting how emotions ,  feelings  and thoughts  
are evident within a range of poetic  material 

● c ommunic ating ideas  about the effec ts  of thes e 
c hoic es  in order to artic ulate a deeper 
unders tanding of poetic  material 

● apprec iate that texts  develop different 
pers pec tives  and points  of view through 
narrative,  s truc ture and language 

● evaluate different types  of narration and 
their effec ts  

● explore how texts  c ommunic ate ideas  by 
interpreting c harac ter repres entation,  
narrative and plot 



 

 
 

craft (effect) 
us ing a range 
of  analytic al 
terms   

● unders tand 
how and why a 
text is  
s truc tured to 
pres ent a 
viewpoint or 
pers pec tive 

narration and 
their effec ts  

● explore how 
texts  
c ommunic ate 
ideas  by 
interpreting 
c harac ter 
repres entation,  
narrative and 
plot 

● unders tand how 
c ontext c an 
affec t texts ’ 
meanings  

● unders tand how c ontext c an affec t texts ’ 
meanings  



 

 
 

Complex 
K nowledge and/or 
S kills  

● c ritic ally  
analys e a wide 
range of 
writer' s  
methods  and 
s how a 
s ophis tic ated 
unders tanding 
of writer’s  
c raft (effec t) 
us ing a range 
of analytic al 
terms  in a 
c ritic al way  

● evaluate how 
and why a text 
is  s truc tured to 
c onvey a 
viewpoint of 
pers pec tive 

● analys e the 
effec t of the 
c hos en 
language 

● S how a 
s ophis tic ated,  
c ritic al and 
s ynthes is ed 
c omparis on 
between texts  

● analys e c ritic ally  
how writers  us e 
features  of 
language to 
ac hieve different 
effec ts   

● evaluate how the 
narrative and 
plot are 
s truc tured and 
s equenc ed in 
texts ,  and how 
this  c reates  
meanings  

● deepening unders tanding of the different,  varied 
types  of c onflic t,  as  that whic h is  c entral to the 
intentions  of the poets  in the s c heme 

● artic ulating how thes e c onc epts  are evident in – 
and c entral to -  the meaning(s ) c reated by the 
poets ’ us e of language 

● drawing c onnec tions  between the works  of the 
poets  throughout the s c heme, in order to deepen 
unders tanding of (one of) our princ ipal 
c urric ulum s trand: c onflic t 

● deepening unders tanding of the 
different,  varied types  of c onflic t,  as  that 
whic h is  c entral to the intentions  of the 
poets  in the s c heme 

● artic ulating how thes e c onc epts  are 
evident in – and c entral to -  the 
meaning(s ) c reated by the poets ’ us e of 
language 

● drawing c onnec tions  between the works  
of the poets  throughout the s c heme, in 
order to deepen unders tanding of (one 
of) our princ ipal c urric ulum s trand: 
c onflic t 

S truc ture & 
S equenc ing 

T he E nglis h c urric ulum is  further s truc tured and s equenc ed through a s eries  of thematic  narratives  whic h c onnec t ac ros s  all the s ubjec t material being 
s tudied;  this  enables  learners  to make c onnec tions ,  trans fer their learning and develop more s ophis tic ated s kills  in c onc eptualis ation.  T he thematic  
narratives  whic h are developed and explored ac ros s  all key s tage areas  are:  the nature of identity,  c onflic t,  s oc iety and relations hips . 
 



 

 
 

Links with the 
National 
C urric ulum  

●  develop the habit 
of reading widely 
and often,  for [ . . . ]  
information 

●  unders tanding a 
range of 
inc reas ingly 
c hallenging texts  
through a range 
of extrac ts  to 
whole text s tudy 

●  developing key 
emotional and 
s oc ial is s ues  
through s tudying 
texts  in c ontext 

●  building 
voc abulary and 
inc reas ingly 
more 
s ophis tic ated 
us e of language 
to c reate 
meaning and 
effec t 

●  P lan,  proofread,  
edit and develop 
s truc ture through 
reading and 
writing  

● identifying a range of poetic  devic es  in a range of 
poems  from different genre,  poets  and times  in 
his tory 

● make inferenc es  and refer to evidenc e 
● write ac c urately,  f luently,  and effec tively for 

pleas ure and information through s tories ,  s c ripts ,  
poetry and other imaginative writing 

● unders tanding how the work of 
dramatis ts  is  c ommunic ated through 
s taging,  performanc e and s c ripting 

● developing key emotional and s oc ial 
is s ues  through s tudying texts  in c ontext 

● building voc abulary and inc reas ingly 
more s ophis tic ated us e of language to 
c reate meaning and effec t 

● plan,  proofread,  edit and develop 
s truc ture through reading and writing  

Literac y (inc luding 
reading) 
 
 

●  read for emotional 
literac y 
(pers pec tives ) and 
imagination,  as  
well as  for 
c omprehens ion 

● develop 
language 
analys is  s kills   

● write ac c urately,  
f luently,  and 
effec tively for 
pleas ure and 
information 
through s tories ,  
s c ripts ,  poetry 
and other 
imaginative 
writing 

● Develop a love and apprec iation for poetry 
through the ages  

● unders tanding and developing ideas  about poetry 
and how meaning is  c onveyed through language 

● s peak c onfidently and fluently us ing s tandard 
E nglis h  

● develop a love and apprec iation for 
literature from a range of genres  and 
ages  

● read c ritic ally  through s tudying s etting,  
plot and s truc ture 

● foc us  on different forms  c omparing a play 
with a novel  



 

 
 

● read a wide 
range of texts  
for both 
pleas ure and 
s tudy 

C ultural C apital  
 
 

●  enc ourage pupils  
to empathis e with 
the feelings  and 
experienc es  of 
others  to help 
develop their 
unders tanding of 
other people’s  
attitudes ,  ideas  
and behaviour.   

●  c ons ider c aus ality 
and the fac tors  
impac ting upon 
people’s  attitudes ,  
ideas  and 
behaviour.  

 

● enc ourage 
pupils  to 
empathis e with 
the feelings  and 
experienc es  of 
others  to help 
develop their 
unders tanding 
of other people’s  
attitudes ,  ideas  
and behaviour.   

● enc ourage pupils  to empathis e with the feelings  
and experienc es  of others  to help develop their 
unders tanding of other people’s  attitudes ,  ideas  
and behaviour.   

● unders tanding other c ultural pers pec tives  
from the pas t and how they impac t 
today’s  s oc ietal behaviours  and 
unders tandings  

S oc ial,  Moral,  
S piritual and 
C ultural 
Development 
 

●  develop an 
awarenes s  that 
right and wrong in 
life s ituations  is  not 
always  univers ally  
agreed. 

●  P upils  explore 
how the c hoic e of 
language us ed 
and s tyle affec ts  
implied and 
explic it meaning in 
non- fic tion texts  

 

● pupils  are 
provided with 
opportunities  to 
extrac t meaning 
beyond the 
literal,  c ons ider 
hidden 
meanings  whils t 
engaging with 
ideas  in f ic tion,  
non- fic tion,  
poetry and 
drama.  

●  pupils  are provided with opportunities  to 
extrac t meaning beyond the literal,  c ons ider 
hidden meanings  whils t engaging with ideas  
in f ic tion,  non- fic tion,  poetry and drama.  

●  pupils  are provided with opportunities  to 
extrac t meaning beyond the literal,  
c ons ider hidden meanings  whils t 
engaging with ideas  in f ic tion,  non-
fic tion,  poetry and drama.  

●  pupils  explore how the c hoic e of 
language us ed and s tyle affec ts  implied 
and explic it meaning.  

Fundamental 
B ritis h V alues   

● T he rule of law 
● democ rac y  

● T he rule of law 
● democ rac y  

● Democ rac y  
● Individual liberty  

● the rule of law 
● mutual res pec t and toleranc e for others   



 

 
 

Assessment  
 

“Choice” Extended 
Writing  
 
Summative  Extended 
Writing  

“Choice” Extended 
Writing  
 
Summative  
Extended Writing  

“Choice” Extended Writing  
 
Summative  Extended Writing: Compare the ways in 
which ideas about identity are presented in Agard’s 
‘Checking Out Me History’ and one other poem from 
the collection ( - /30)  

End of Year 
Examination Series 
2025: AQA 
Language Paper 
One-style 
Examination Paper 
(KS3)  

“Choice” Extended 
Writing: write an 
extended response to 
a given stimulus linked 
to text choice and its 
convention  
 
Summative  Extended 
Writing: how does the 
writer build our 
impression of the 
character(s) [...] in 
extracts [...]? 
(analytical)  

 


